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Sam Scholl 
hired 
Scholl hired as head basketball coach. 
Photo courtesy of Brock Scott 
Anderson Haigler 
Sports Editor 
In his search for a new men's 
basketball head coach, University of 
San Diego Associate Vice President 
and Executive Director of Athletics 
Bill McGillis vowed to leave no stone 
unturned. 
"It's a wide-open search that's 
not limited by number and not 
limited by profile," McGillis said in an 
early March interview. 
His best option for the position, 
however, ultimately came from 
within the Toreros' locker room. 
Last week, USD announced the 
hiring of one of their own — Sam 
Scholl — as the new head coach. 
He will succeed Lamont Smith as 
the 13th coach in program history. 
Scholl, 40, who played basketball 
from 1998-2000 at USD, had been 
an assistant coach with the Toreros 
since 2015. He was named acting 
head coach following the conclusion 
of the 2017-18 regular season 
and the arrest and subsequent 
resignation of then-head coach 
Smith. In his time as acting head 
coach, he led the Toreros to two 
wins in the Collegelnsider.com 
Tournament. 
That fortuitous postseason 
run may have pushed Scholl into 
being a frontrunner for the position. 
During Scholl's introductory press 
conference, McGillis said that he was 
impressed with his performance as 
acting head coach. 
"The grace, the poise, the 
professionalism from the moment 
that I asked Sam to be the acting 
head coach, it was remarkable to 
see how he reacted in a challenging 
situation," McGillis said. "The way he 
managed the team, managed the 
program, I thought was important." 
The three-game stretch of home 
contests saw Scholl rally the team 
from being in a state of shock after 
losing their then-head coach to 
looking like a well-oiled machine as 
they played late into March. 
A first round, 88-72 victory 
against the University of Hartford 
See Scholl, Page 12 
The Colleges Against Cancer club coordinated USD's 10th annual Relay for Life on-campus to raise funds for the American Cancer Society. 
Photo courtesy of Emily Patterson 
Lilyana Espinoza 
News Editor 
Emotions ran high as the 
darkness enveloped the Valley Field. 
It was time to light luminarias — 
battery-operated candles inside 
decorated, white paper bags 
symbolizing hope in darkness — 
and participate in a silent walk to 
remember those who have been 
affected by cancer. One by one, 
the luminarias that surrounded the 
field were lit. Tears filled the eyes of 
attendees who have lost loved ones 
-to-cancer. 
Junior Emily Patterson walked 
the track looking at not only 
the luminarias she made for her 
own grandparents, but at all the 
luminarias shining bright around 
the track. 
"Going into the event, I didn't 
think I would get so emotional at 
the luminaria ceremony," Patterson 
said. "But seeing the vast number of 
luminarias going all the way around 
the track was emotional to see. I 
was speechless to see the number 
of people whose lives have been 
impacted by cancer and strangers. 
who were there to show support 
for the cause, walk the track. It was 
incredible to witness." 
Last Friday, the University of 
San Diego's Colleges Against Cancer 
club worked with the American 
Cancer Society to "Give Cancer the 
Boot" at USD's 10th annual Relay for 
Life event on the Valley Field. Relay 
for Life is a fundraising tool for the 
American Cancer Society to help 
raise money for cancer patients and 
their families. The event began at 3 
p.m. and lasted until 11 p.m. 
As time went on, people trickled 
in to participate in walking the track 
which symbolized the ongoing fight 
against cancer. The event raised 
$6,273, and the Colleges Against 
Cancer club will continue to raise 
money until the beginning of next 
semester. 
Senior Kirsten Haltman, the 
event lead, explained what Relay for 
Life is. 
"My best descriptor (of Relay 
for Life) would be an educational 
fundraiser," Haltman said. "The 
event does raise money for the 
American Cancer Society (which 
is) the fundraiser part, but a large 




Often seen on campus in an 
ironed button down, slacks, and a 
wide smile. Will Tate is an influential 
member on campus. He is thecurrent 
Associated Students (AS) President 
and has a far reaching network of 
community involvements, including 
Black Student Union (BSU), 
InterVarsity, Pancake: Serving up 
Hope, and Search. Defining much 
of the positions held by Tate and 
the passions behind them, are the 
values developed in his childhood. 
Tate is a fifth-year undergraduate 
pursuing a double major in theology 
and accounting as a first-generation 
college student. 
"I will be the first in my family 
to graduate from college,"Tate said. 
"Whether that be cousins, aunts. 
uncles, parents, or siblings. I will be 
the first." 
To Will this is a position of 
privilege, which he met with 
thankfulness and a sense of 
obligation. 
Originally from Oceanside, Cal., 
Tate appreciates his hometown 
and attributed much of who he is 
to it. Tate stated Oceanside was a 
place of some hardship with family 
difficulties as well as negative social 
pressures, from which he claimed to 
have learned grit and resilience. 
Despite these obstacles, Tate 
described the most important 
aspect of his Oceanside community 
was the support he received, 
especially in his pursuit of college. 
"A lot of those who encouraged 
me were my teachers, mentors, 
coaches, security guards, and my 
See Tate, Page 8 
Will Tate served as AS President for the 2017-18 academic year. 
Photo courtesy of Will Tate 
Baseball falls to 
Irvine in extras 
See Sports, page 11 
Sean Penn in 
conversation 
See A&C, page 9 
Toreros on 
Spring Break 
See Feature, page 6 & 7 
Students voicing 
#MeToo 
See Opinion, page 4 
Relay for Life gives 
cancer the boot 
See News, page 1 &2 
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USD gives cancer the boot 
10th annual Relay for Life on-campus event sheds light on cancer awareness 
Emotions high at Relay for Life 
USD's Colleges Against Cancer club fundraises over $6,000 and will continue to fundraise until August 
Luminarias surrounded the Valley Field and were lit during the Silent Walk. 
Lilyana Espinoza/The USD Vista 
ache and was diagnosed with stage- her memory by walking in USD's 
four stomach cancer. The doctors Relay for Life that year. 
"We must stay hopeful and continue to not only fight 
for the ones going through cancer but also celebrate 
the victories." 
Relay for Life from Page 1 
portion of it is also about education. 
Education is vital with something 
like cancer because it spreads 
knowledge and information on 
not only how to prevent it, but also 
what can be done when someone 
receives a diagnosis. Throughout 
the entire event, and every smaller 
event we have throughout the year, 
we try to integrate the education 
and fundraiser parts in with fun to 
make the event as impactful as we 
can." 
Ariela Canizal, Relay for Life 
advisor, commended the efforts of 
the relay team for making this event 
a success. 
"I want to stress that Relay for 
Life is all student driven," Canizal 
said. "Yes, I am their advisor, but this 
event could not have happened 
without the commitment of the 
Relay for Life student leadership 
team. It has been 10 years that Relay 
for Life has been occurring at USD, 
and this could not have happened 
without the support of many USD 
campus-partners and the USD 
students." 
Throughout the day there were 
various activities the attendees 
could participate in, such as a raffle, 
bubble soccer, com hole, walking 
the track, decorating luminarias, 
and the highlight of the event, the 
Mr. Relay Pageant. 
The Mr. Relay Pageant attracted 
a large and energetic crowd as 
male attendees of the relay event 
volunteered to dress in purple, 
cat-walk on the stage, answer 
questions, and display a talent. The 
crowd went wild as the contestants 
performed on-stage talents such as 
Vine reenactments and impressive 
whistling. This activity presented a 
-Sana Moezzi 
fun aspect of the relay that brought 
the community together. 
After an uplifting afternoon of 
games and activities, it was time 
for the luminaria ceremony. The 
luminarias were candles inside 
of white paper bags decorated 
in honor of survivors of cancer or 
those who have lost their lives to 
it. But before the lighting of the 
luminarias, a few students spoke 
about tfTeir personal experiences of 
how cancer has had an impact on 
their lives. 
The first speaker was first-
year Sana Moezzi, who faced the 
hardship of being diagnosed with 
cancer her senior year of high 
school. 
"My mom had noticed a huge 
bump on my right shoulder," 
Moezzi said. "After PET-CT scans 
and a biopsy, I was diagnosed 
with Hodgkin's lymphoma cancer. 
I had gone through four cycles 
of chemotherapy and radiation, 
missed five months of my senior 
year, and worked on college 
applications without being able to 
get up on my own two feet." 
Moezzi continued to tell the 
story of her life after knowing she 
had cancer. 
"After countless hours each day 
in the hospital, I have learned that 
no beauty shines brighter than 
that of a happy heart," Moezzi said. 
"I constantly found the positives 
in even the biggest of my worries. 
Even through all the pain I found 
myself smiling and appreciating the 
fact that I am living to see another 
day. I am so proud to announce that 
I not only graduated (high school) 
with my classmates, but I am also 
one-year cancer free." 
The second speaker, senior 
Madison Burningham, shared her 
story of how cancer has not taken 
one, but two of her auhts away 
from her. Burningham's voice 
quietly shook as she held back tears, 
recalling the painful memories of 
losing her second aunt to cancer 
just two years ago. 
"I was traveling with the women's 
basketball team to the Midwest for 
playoff games," Burningham said. 
"Right before we left, I got a call 
from my mom and she was in tears. 
I knew something wasn't right. She 
told me that my Aunt Carol had 
gone to the hospital for a stomach 
gave her two weeks to live." 
Two weeks later, Burningham's 
aunt had passed, but she honored 
-Madison Burningham 
"I came to the event and walked 
in her honor," Burningham said. "As 
I was walking, I got a text from my 
family saying that the memorial 
service was beautiful. I was not able 
to attend, but walking in' Relay for 
Life was an even better tribute to 
her life." 
At the end of her speech, 
Burningham told the audience why 
she participates in the event. 
"Now I walk for both my aunts, 
the people who we have lost, 
those who are fighting, and those 
who have bravely survived cancer," 
Burningham said. "We must stay 
hopeful and continue to not only 
fight for the ones going through 
cancer but also celebrate the 
victories." 
Before the Luminaria Ceremony, 
also known as the Ceremony of 
Hope, the letters H. 0. P. E. were lit 
one by one, reminding everyone 
why they were there together that 
cool, spring night.The battle against 
cancer is one that cannot be faced 
without hope — a hope that Relay 
for Life symbolizes and that so many 
people have for finding a cure to the 
disease. 
Students participated in bubble soccer to engage the community in fun activities during Relay for Life. 
* Cyrus Lange/The USD Vista 
"Even through all the pain I found myself smiling and 
appreciating the fact that I am living to see another 
day. I am so proud to announce that I not only 
graduated (high school) with my classmates, but I 
am also one-year cancer free." 
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It wasn't too long ago that 
Alexa Withrow was a new Torero 
on University of San Diego's 
campus. She entered La Paloma 
looking for a quick bite to eat in 
between her busy class schedule 
and a nice table to get some work 
done. 
The new Torero glanced 
around as she took in what would 
be her new home for the next 
couple of years, and stumbled 
upon something that would 
change her time at USD. A sticker 
on a girl's laptop saying "Mind your 
own uterus" caught her eye. She 
decided to strike up a conversation 
with the sticker owner, Jessica 
Dockstader, which later developed 
into a meaningful friendship with 
many conversations. 
It was through these 
conversations they both realized 
that sexual assault and harassment 
aren't just outside issues, but 
that the #MeToo movement 
was present on USD's campus 
as well. Women of all ages face 
the issue of sexual assault and 
harassment, but it has become 
especially prominent on college 
campuses. Together, Withrow and 
Dockstader worked with the USD 
Women's Center to put on a series 
for the #MeTooUSD movement, 
which was created from a desire 
to implement safe places for 
women to speak more about their 
experiences and learn more about 
it. 
Junior and cofounder of 
#MeTooUSD, Withrow first heard 
of the #MeToo movement when 
it was recognized by Hollywood 
figures. 
"The #MeToo movement 
for me became recognition and. 
acknowledgment that I was not 
alone," Withrow said. "I watched 
as my social media feed and news 
stories came out stating that 
victims of sexual violence were 
speaking out using #MeToo. At 
this time, I was just beginning to 
pursue healing my own trauma 
surrounding sexual assault and 
harassment. It made me feel 
supported and acknowledged in 
my own journey." 
Although the #MeToo 
movement gained recognition in 
2017, after the sexual misconduct 
allegations against Harvey 
Weinstein went public, the origins 
of the movement often get lost 
in translation. Civil rights activist 
Tarana Burke first began using 
the phrase "Me Too" in 2006 in 
order to raise awareness of the 
pervasiveness of sexual abuse and 
assault in society. 
In an interview with The 
Guardian newspaper, Burke said 
she was scared when the #MeToo 
movement caught wind on social 
media; her baby became a national 
movement overnight. She called 
it a disaster and didn't consider 
social media to be a safe place to 
talk about trauma. 
Withrow was able to relate to 
this as she decided to start sharing 
her story through her personal 
blog. 
"I have experienced firsthand 
the painful backlash that comes 
with publishing #MeToo on the 
internet, subjecting my story to 
anyone's opinion of it," Withrow 
said. "When I asked a student at 
our #MeToo: Your Voice Has Power 
event if the risks of backlash in 
sharing our stories in support of 
the movement was worth the 
cause, she said, 'There are brave 
spaces and safe spaces/That really 
resonated with me." 
However, it was when 
Hollywood put the movement 
on the map that the world 
really started to listen. Withrow 
commented on how Hollywood's 
involvement with the #MeToo had 
a positive influence on her. 
"There is something really 
inspiring and courageous about 
people using their influence and 
power to create social change," 
Withrow said. "Prominent figures 
standing together in Hollywood 
are constant reminders that we 
are not alone in owning our story 
and expecting social change 
around sexual violence. For me, 
this made me believe that my 
story mattered, but also that I was 
worthy of believing." 
Dockstader created #MeToo: 
Your Voice Has Power, an on-
campus event that took place last 
week, out of recognition that USD 
lacks a safe space for students to 
speak on the issue. 
"The female demographic at 
USD has been relatively unheard 
regarding #MeToo," Dockstader 
said. "College students at USD 
have struggled with botched rape 
investigations, had their trauma 
ignored and shoved under the rug, 
and essentially (been) told their 
stories don't matter through the 
rating scale of rapes in the conduct 
hearing process. #MeToo tells 
college students their experiences 
matter." 
According to an LA Times 
article, in 2014 a former USD 
student sued the school because 
the university mishandled the 
investigation when she claimed 
she was drugged, choked, and 
raped in her dorm room. The 
district attorney's office decided 
not to proceed with charges due 
to the fact that they didn't have 
enough evidence to prove the 
allegation beyond a reasonable 
doubt. Dockstader also mentioned 
that there have been other cases' 
that followed this same disturbing 
pattern, which haven't been made 
public yet as well. 
While at the 90th Academy 
Awards, Viola Davis commented 
on the movement as well. Davis 
claimed, "If it remains a hashtag 
and remains a movement then it's 
gonna die. It must become a part 
of our lives." 
Dockstader continued Davis' 
sentiment and explained how she 
plans to make it a part of her life. 
"We must incorporate the 
changes we wish to see in our daily 
lives, and for me that means at 
school," Dockstader said. "I'm here 
everyday, and there are so many 
examples of how our university 
dishonors the experience of 
survivors. We must begin in our 
own backyard." 
Dockstader echoed how the 
addition of prominent figures 
coming out in support of the 
movement contributed to its 
success. 
"That is one of the main 
reasons the movement did not 
take off last time, because there 
was not visibility," Dockstader 
said. "Additionally, sexual assault 
affects everyone, and that is what 
this shows." 
David Sullivan, an associate 
professor of the communication 
studies department, believes that 
there are a multitude of factors 
that have allowed the movement 
to shine in today's society. 
"(Our society) certainly has 
contributed to the importance of 
this issue and so has the election 
of Donald Trump to presidency," 
Sullivan said. "Not one thing 
generally causes that great of 
a reaction, but the timing of 
different events coming together. 
It has certainly helped bring 
together women across diverse 
political and life experiences over 
an issue." 
Sullivan commented on the 
positive impact the movement 
has had on women to share their 
stories. 
"The movement certainly 
encourages women to come 
forward with all sorts of problems 
under Title IX," Sullivan said. 
"Violations of Title IX used to be 
under-reported because girls are 
probably saying, 'There is no one 
like me out there,' or, 'I won't be 
taken seriously.' It is difficult for 
women to think they won't be 
taken seriously now when many 
people are coming forward; it's 
everywhere." 
Sullivan noted how public 
figures speaking up has propelled 
the movement forward. 
"When women can say, 'me 
too,' that allows them to have a lot 
of different connections that they 
feel strongly about, because there 
will be more to relate to," Sullivan 
said. 
Sullivan commented on how 
this is not an issue that just women 
should be facing. 
"The flipside of #MeToo is what 
really is the problem, and part of 
that is hypermasculinity," Sullivan 
said. "Which calls attention to 
aggressive, marginalizing, and 
controlling dominant behavior 
against women that's socialized 
within sports. In a nutshell — 
boys can't just be boys. Especially 
when it hurts others and when it 
socializes hypermasculinity." 
The conversation surrounding 
the #MeToo movement will 
continue to have a presence 
on USD's campus. Withrow and 
Dockstader, along with other 
Toreros, hope to change the 
narrative that encompasses 
the negative stigma in talking 
about survivors' experiences — 
especially on college campuses. 
Many women and men across the nation support the #MeToo movement. 
Photo courtesy of Alec Perkins/Wikimedia commons 
Alexa Withrow and Jessica Dockstader co-hosted the #MeToo: Your Voice Has Power discussion with the Women's Center for students to have a safe space to speak. 
Cameron Fruehe/The USD Vista 
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OPINION 
Students voicing #MeToo 
#MeToo went viral last October to demonstrate the prevalence of sexual assault and harassment 
Have an opinion? Write a Letter to the Editor to he considered for publication in The USD Vista. Contact vistaeditor@sandiego.edu for more information. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the University of San Diego, or its student body. 
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Taryn Beaufort 
Opinion Editor 
Classrooms should be thought 
of as safe spaces for students to 
share diverse opinions and views. 
Some students don't have to think 
twice about shooting their hand 
up to raise a concern in class, but 
there may also be students who 
feel otherwise. At the University 
of San Diego, professors work hard 
to ensure that students do indeed 
feel comfortable enough to voice 
their opinions. 
Although it may seem 
intimidating, senior Khalil Suradi 
noted that he feels comfortable 
disagreeing with his professors 
while in the classroom setting. 
"Yes, they are highly educated 
in their field, but that does not 
mean they cannot make mistakes," 
Suradi said. "They are human 
after all, which means they are 
imperfect. Also, sometimes 
challenging the professor 
may stimulate an additional 
conversation on the subject and 
that is more beneficial in my eyes." 
However, Suradi noted there is 
a difference between disagreeing 
with a professor versus being 
condescending. 
"Of course you have to be 
respectful and mindful of others 
should always have the right to 
question what is being said in the 
classroom, as that is part of the 
learning process. 
"We all know that tuition is not 
cheap, so I am going to absorb 
everything I possibly can from the 
professors," Suradi said. "We pay 
way too much money to let our 
doubts slide. If a professor gives off 
that aura (that they aren't open to 
questions), maybe they are in the 
wrong line of work. And isn't their 
purpose to educate students?" 
Senior Anna Kalfayan echoed 
Suradi's beliefs that universities 
should foster an environment 
where students feel comfortable 
speaking up. 
"All of the students on this 
campus are here because they 
wanted to take part in higher 
education," Kalfayan said. "Part 
of gaining a higher education is 
learning about topics more in 
depth and getting to delve further 
into those unasked questions." 
Kalfayan expressed her 
comfort in being able to speak in 
class and arguing her opinion. 
"I can see how it might be 
intimidating for some students to 
speak up in class, especially given 
that they might be disagreeing 
with someone who has gone 
through extensive schooling and 
have more credentials," Kalfayan 
"Part of gaining a higher education is learning 
about topics more in depth and getting to delve 
further into those unasked questions." 
-Anna Kalfayan 
in the classroom," Suradi said. 
"Hypothetically this is how I would 
go about it. I would probably ask 
the professor to elaborate a bit 
more on what they are teaching. If 
that does not help, I like to create 
hypothetical situations to see how 
the professor might go about 
solving that particular situation. 
At times they clarify my doubts, 
and other times they see where 
their explanation might be faulty 
or lacking context." 
Suradi believes that students 
said. "But at the same time, they 
were in our position once, so I think 
they would be understanding of 
the place we are coming from. 
I believe that at the college 
level students are well educated 
enough to share their beliefs." 
Bradley Bond, assistant 
professor of the communication 
studies department, welcomes 
disagreement into his classroom. 
"I would use disagreement 
in class as a pedagogical tool to 
increase students' understanding 
Speaking out against professors 
Toreros comment on how comfortable they are voicing contrary opinions to those of their professors 
Sometimes, professors stay after class to S] 
of where knowledge comes from 
and why we know what we know," 
Bond said. "I wish students would 
disagree with me more. When 
we are discussing theories of 
media's influence in my classes, 
students often take what I say as 
fact. There are likely alternative 
ways of thinking and I would 
love for students to voice those 
alternatives, and then open the 
door to a class discussion about 
why or why not other theoretical 
perspectives might be better 
suited." 
Bond acknowledged students 
should have the right to voice the 
opinion freely in the classroom 
setting. 
"A classroom should be a safe 
space for everyone to voice his 
or her opinion and for individuals 
to ask questions and challenge 
assumptions in order to better 
understand what we know 
and don't know about various 
academic disciplines," Bond said. 
"If a student disagrees with a 
professor about a conclusion that 
the scientific community has come 
to accept or about a historical fact, 
that is something that the faculty 
ik with students about disagreements they \ 
member has to be able to manage 
in such a way that invalidates the 
student's comment, but validates 
the student's worth." 
Bond commented on how 
he would deal with a situation 
in which a student raises 
disagreement. 
"It would depend on the 
content being covered and the 
context in which the student 
voiced his or her disagreement," 
Bond said. "I would really try to use 
these moments as pedagogical 
stepping stones, meaning that 
other students can learn a lot 
about the process of uncovering 
knowledge by reflecting on 
where their beliefs about factual 
information come from and why 
or why not those sources might be 
appropriate and accurate (or not)." 
Diane Keeling, assistant 
professor of the communication 
studies department, commented 
that how she handles 
disagreement would depend on 
the context. 
"If a student disagrees with 
a theoretical perspective that is 
being proposed, great," Keeling 
said. "No concept, theory, or idea 
d in class and come to an understanding. 
Cyrus Lange/ The USD Vista 
is perfect. If the disagreement 
was not about course content, 
but about course assignments or 
how a class is run, I would invite 
them to my office hours to learn 
more about their perspective and 
spend time explaining why the 
assignment was created or why 
the course is organized in that 
particular way." 
Similar to Bond, Keeling 
welcomes disagreement in her 
classroom, but added a caveat for 
how she expects it will be handled. 
"Disagreements don't mean 
students should not learn the 
content," Keeling said. "I have a 
frequent saying in my classes, 
'You don't have to agree with the 
content, but you have to at least 
understand it and what problem 
it helped address for its creators.'" 
The process of working up 
the courage to share a differing 
opinion can be difficult for some, 
while for others it may seem just 
part of their classroom habits. 
Some USD professors strive to 
make their classrooms a space 
where these comments are 
•welcome, as they may even be 
able to help stimulate learning. 
Have an opinion? Write a Letter to the Editor to be considered for publication in The USD Vista. Contact vistaeditor@sandiego.edu for more information. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the University of San Diego, or its student body. 
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Toreros rejoice in odd holidays 
It seems like every day of the year hosts a national holiday — some of them more peculiar than others 
Taryn Beaufort 
Opinion Editor 
National Ice Cream Day, 
National Dog Day, National Pizza 
Day, National Penguin Awareness 
Day — the list goes on and on. 
Nowadays there is a holiday for 
what seems to be every little thing. 
Some of these are immersed in 
tradition, while others may be 
silly, bizzarre, unique, special, or 
inspirational. With each day comes 
a new holiday, and Toreros can find 
an excuse to celebrate anything if 
given the opportunity. 
Senior Madison Samuels 
questioned the authenticity of 
people's social media posts for 
they want to post and find a 
holiday that correlates with it and 
use it as an excuse?" 
Samuels went on to explain 
some of the stranger examples she 
has seen. 
"One of the local bagel stores 
from my hometown celebrates 
National Bagel Day," Samuels 
said. "They would make a special 
colored bagel or something in 
honor of it. I know lots of people 
who would go there just to get 
a bagel and post a picture of 
it. I don't think people would 
have celebrated it if there wasn't 
something cool to post about." 
Senior Amanda Evertz noticed 
the constant celebrations of 
unique national holidays. 
"I'm not sure if these are truly recognized holidays, 
as I don't know who is coining them as such, but 
if there is a day dedicated to celebrating peanut 
butter or ice cream, I'm all for it" 
-Amanda Evertz 
national holidays and celebratory 
days. 
"When people post pictures 
on social media for celebratory 
days like National Women's Day or 
Women's History Month, it makes 
me think whether these people 
are truly recognizing the holiday 
or using it to get a few more likes," 
Samuels said. "Like what comes 
first? Do they find out it's a certain 
holiday and then look for a picture 
to post? Or do they have a picture 
"Every day really does have a 
national food item to celebrate," 
Evertz said. "As a freshman in 
college I worked for an executive 
chef to build her social media 
presence across several platforms. 
Part of my job was to research 
some of these 'national holidays' 
regarding food so she could then 
post about it. I'm not sure if these 
are truly recognized holidays, 
as I don't know who is officially 
coining them as such, but if there 
is a day dedicated to celebrating 
peanut butter or ice cream, I'm all 
for it." 
On the contrary, junior Ciara 
Paradise is not aware of these 
holidays unless she hears from her 
friends about it or sees it on social 
media. 
"They are not truly recognized 
holidays," Paradise said. "I think 
Women Empowerment Day 
and other holidays like that are 
important, but National Donut 
Day is not necessary. They are fun, 
though." 
According to Merriam Webster, 
a national holiday is defined as a 
legal holiday established by the 
central government of a nation 
rather than by state or local 
authorities. However, national 
holidays can be further divided 
into two categories — observed 
legal holidays and those that 
aren't. Observed legal holidays 
include Labor Day, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, New Year's, etc., 
while those that fall in the other 
category include unique holidays 
that may not be as widely known. 
Samuels attempted to 
distinguish the two. 
"When I think of holidays I tend 
to define them as something that 
occurs on the same day every year 
to celebrate or commemorate an 
event or tradition of cultural or 
religious significance," Samuels 
said. "Like Christmas celebrates 
the birth of Jesus and Fourth of 
July celebrates our independence 
from Great Britain. They are widely 
celebrated throughout the nation, 
that revolves around traditions." 
However, not all legal holidays 
are always observed. Samuels 
believes that just because 
something is labeled as a holiday, 
is not enough to constitute the 
event as a nationally recognized 
celebration. 
"If you think about it, what 
really sets Valentine's Day apart 
from, say, National Watermelon 
Day?" Samuels said. "They are 
irrelevant — not real holidays. 
What is really being celebrated? I 
believe that a holiday is a day that 
is well recognized and a day that 
people have off from work." 
Social media platforms have 
become a popular way for Toreros 
to share pictures and messages 
with their peers recognising these 
holidays. 
"I haven't seen too many 
people post on social media about 
these smaller holidays, but if I did 
relevant. 
"I don't know if students 
would continue to celebrate these 
holidays without being able to 
post on it, but I still would," Evertz 
said. "But as we discussed in one 
of my classes, it is true that some 
people only do certain activities 
just so they can post about it, 
and if social media weren't in the 
picture I'm sure those same people 
would not be celebrating the 
holidays anymore." 
Paradise echoed that the 
presence of social media has 
contributed to the popularity of 
odd holidays. 
"I do not think these holidays 
would be relevant without social 
media," Paradise said. "I think 
people would keep on celebrating 
the holidays, but if you are not into 
this sort of thing then how would 
everyone know?" 
Whether it be Christmas or 
National Penguin Awareness Day 
"I know lots of people who would go there just to 
get a bagel and post a picture of it. I don't think 
people would have celebrated it if there wasn't 
something cool to post about it " 
-Madison Samuels 
I would definitely get a kick out 
of it," Evertz said. "These holidays 
are funny and unusual and it's an 
opportunity to celebrate things 
you enjoy. So why not?" 
Evertz believes these smaller 
unique holidays may not be as 
— someToreros will find an excuse 
to celebrate it. Some are designed 
to promote a cause or to recognize 
historical events not recognized 
officially, while others " are fun 
holidays, generally intended to 
just be humorous. 
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Springing Back from Break 
As the month of March came to a close, Toreros sprang into Spring and Easter break. Some 
stayed in San Diego, others visited their hometown for the week, while a select few set off 
to explore the world. Although USD's beautiful campus was barren over the break, Toreros 
were busy adventuring from 350 miles to over 7,000 miles away. 
Photo courtesy of Emma Heflin 
HHi 
Where she went: Japan 
MZMIIM 
The most interesting thing she experienced: "Playing 
(at) a mariachi concert with Japanese university students. 
There were a few moments you could really feel the unity 
music creates, even across languages and continents." 
A difference in the culture she noticed: "They don't have 




Photo courtesy of Emma Heflin 
hing I enjoy and ! couidn't ask to do 
with my family." 
A difference in culture he noticed: "Almost everybody in th 
Philippines is real close in their faith. Especially for Catholics, com 
time to Easter, they take their rituals seriously." 
Photo courtesy of Rodrigo Torres Photo courtesy of Rodrigo Torres 
r 
Eric Ricks, sophomore 
T ,S, 
Where he went: Phoenix, Arizona 
The most interesting thing he experienced: "The hiking 
through the beautiful Arizona mountains — it was my first 
time hiking." 
Favorite part of the trip: "Seeing the landscape, and driving 
through and seeing all of Arizona and California on the way 
back, and seeing windmills for the first time" dc 4, 
Photo courtesy of Enc Ricks 
Where she went: 
University of Notre 
Dame, Indiana 
.1 
|Wm j i 
Photo courtesy of Christina Kozlovsky 
e most interesting part of 
her trip: "i went to see Phantom 
of the Opera with the Broadway 
traveling cast This was ' he third 
time I have seen it performed, 
ut getting to see the show 
with my family and on this stage 
was particularly special I really 
enjoyed seeing the different 
take on the show because of the 
ways the actors portrayed their 
characters." 
The biggest difference between Notre Dame and USD: "People in 
California are always smiling because it's sunny, but it's not the case (at 
Notre Dame). People are walking to class with their hoods up and not 
talking to anyone because of the weather." 
Photo courtesy of Christina Kozlovsky 
Amelia Smith, first-year 
Where she went: 
Costa Rica 
The most interesting thing 
she experienced: "Five 
monkeys visited me during 
dinner." 
Favorite part of the trip: 
"Hiking in the rainforest. 
It was interesting to see 
the different wildlife and 
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The man behind AS: Will Tate 
Will Tate talks upbringing, life experiences, and how they affect his vision as AS President 
Will Tate from Page 1 
friends' families," Tate said. 
"Somehow they were like, 'Will, you 
gotta be the first in your family to 
go to college ... you ought to go to 
college.'" 
Community support was not all 
that drove Tate — personal drive 
was also a major factor. 
"I wanted something different," 
Tate said."l wanted to be an example 
for my little brother, family, and 
community back home. I wanted 
to know what is it like to want to 
provide for your family or give back 
to your family, make a better life for 
your family." 
With this strong community 
support and personal passion, Tate 
went on to be accepted into 13 of 
the 15 colleges he applied to his 
senior year of high school. Tate also 
became a Gates Millennium Scholar, 
which gave him full funding of any 
university degree up to a Ph.D. 
From this Tate developed a 
strong sense of duty as he entered 
Students during his third year, 
after being chosen to be President 
for a Day with President Harris. He 
went on to become an AS senator 
his fourth year, and along the way 
learned of the positive impact AS 
could have on students. 
Supplementing Tate's already 
brewing interest in the AS President 
position was his previously 
developed sense of duty to live up 
to the expectations of his Gates 
Millennium Scholarship. 
"I felt like I was not utilizing my 
scholarship to the best of my ability," 
Tate said. "Even being a black, 
Mexican, Filipino from a low-income 
first generation background, I have 
certain privileges in college." 
Tate hopes to use this privilege 
to give voice to the needs of the 
underprivileged students at USD. 
AS Vice President Shannan 
Conlon, who has been involved in 
AS for the past three years, echoed 
this gung-ho presence Tate brings. 
"He is definitely a dreamer," 
Conlon said. "He has lot of goals 
and had so much he wanted to do. 
"I spend more time in extracurriculars than I spend in 
my studies. Because I feel like there are experiences 
and flesh wounds that I have been healing for myself, 
and people around me are experiencing the same 
thing. I want to help them now." 
-Will Tate 
USD. 
"I have always tried, not just (to) 
pay God back with all that he has 
bless(ed) me with, but to have an 
obligation to pay back humanity for 
investing in me,"Tate said. 
Tate has taken these tasks in full 
stride. He has done so by involving 
himself in various communities at 
USD. 
"I spend more time in 
extracurriculars than I spend in my 
studies," Tate said. "Because I feel 
like there are experiences and flesh 
wounds that I have been healing for 
myself, and people around me are 
experiencing the same thing. I want 
to help them now." 
Tate learned about Associated 
Just because you have a great idea 
doesn't mean it's going to come 
into fruition in the next couple of 
months." 
He spoke of his ability to talk to 
administrators at USD. Once Tate 
recognized this skill could be used 
well in the position of AS President, 
he knew he wanted to run. 
"I wanted to be AS president 
because I felt I could translate things 
for people," Tate said. "There is this 
code switch stuff. I felt like I could 
take on this position and advocate 
for my people because I was pretty 
good at talking code." 
After winning the election, Tate 
sought out advice from the previous 
black AS president and worked the 
Will Tate volunteering at Pancakes: Serving up Hope, an organization that serves pancakes to the homeless community in San Diego. 
Photo courtesy of Will Tate 
majority of the summer to get ready 
for the coming year. 
This year, as AS President, 
Tate focused his time on bridging 
communities at USD, advocating 
for the Linda Vista community, and 
creating opportunities to lower 
costs for students. His biggest 
Will Tate speaking before the incoming class of 2021 and the administrators of USD during Ole Weekend. 
Photo courtesy of Will Tate 
challenge was figuring out all the 
difficulties of moving initiatives 
forward. 
"This year I have had a lot of 
humbling,"Tate said."I am so used to 
getting things done without asking 
for permission. There is a process 
and precedence. I just wanted to 
get things done, but people would 
ask why I wanted to get those things 
done." 
Tate emphasized the 
importance of building a close-knit 
executive team that supported each 
other, as well as the importance 
of using student data to push 
initiatives forward. 
Joshua Coyne, assistant director 
for Associated Students, who has 
worked with four AS presidents in' 
his three years at. USD, commented 
on Tate's style of leadership. 
"In the past, AS presidents 
have wanted to take on a task 
start to finish," Coyne said. "But Will 
empowers others to work alongside 
him to get what he wants done. 
He has taken the organization to a 
whole new level." 
Tate was content with the 
initiatives he started and reinforced, 
but more than that, he was proud of 
the new interaction he saw students 
having with AS. 
"What is more important to me 
are the relationships that have been 
established,"Tate said. 
In many ways, this desire for 
relationships links back to the 
beginning of Tate's own story: one 
of a supportive community that 
encouraged him to where he is 
today. 
Although Tate prioritizes 
relationships, some students 
struggle approaching him. Senior 
Gabriella Sardina shared her 
thoughts on Tate. 
"He holds himself to such a 
professional standard," said Sardina. 
"I think it is a pressure we put on 
him, but I sometimes wish he would 
be a little more personable." 
As this year comes to an end,Tate 
wishes to pass on the connections 
he has made and lessons he has 
learned to the next AS President. 
Tate stated he is personally thankful 
for what he has experienced at USD 
and hopes to apply it to his future 
experiences. 
"Overall, USD has connected 
me to so many different people 
who share my desire to love and 
understand people," Tate said. "I 
have grown so much in compassion 
and understanding. Now my biggest 
challenge is how will I do that in my 
next chapter." 
Although Tate will graduate this 
May, he is continuing his education 
at USD, pursuing his Masters in 
Accounting with a non-profit 
certificate. 
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ARTS & CULTURE 
Sean Penn in conversation 
Actor and novelist visits campus to discuss his first novel "Bob Honey Who Just Do Stuff' 
Nicole Kuhn 
Arts & Culture Editor 
"Fiction isn't supposed to be 
an opinion piece," stated award-
winning actor Sean Penn, during 
his visit to the University of San 
Diego on Sunday. 
Penn was responding to 
the backlash he received from 
critics regarding his first novel 
"Bob Honey Who Just Do Stuff." 
Reviews from the New York 
Times to The Guardian deem the 
book "conspicuously un-fun," "a 
riddle wrapped in an enigma and 
cloaked in crazy," and "repellent 
and stupid on so many levels." 
Critics are calling Penn's writing 
style a "mess" and "all over the 
place in any format, slapdash in 
style and structure," according to 
the Washington Post. 
But this isn't the first time Penn 
has received negative reviews in 
Sean Penn visited USD on April 8. 
Photo courtesy of Wikimedia 
the media, from his controversy 
over his Rolling Stone interview 
with drug lord Joaquin, also 
known as "El Chapo," to his poem 
in his recent novel criticizing the 
#MeToo movement. 
The actor responded to the 
critics during his visit. "There's 
going to be 25 percent of people 
who love it and 75 percent who 
hate it,"Penn said. 
He elaborated on the fact that 
there are parts to the book he 
didn't want people to understand, 
and instead for it to carry a 
rhythm, like a humming to a song. 
To introduce his new novel, "Bob 
Honey Who Just Do Stuff," USD's 
Colleges of Arts & Sciences hosted 
the actor and writer at the Joan 
B. Kroc School of Peace Studies 
Theatre. 
Penn is best known for his 
performances in "Milk" and "Mystic 
River" and has received Academy 
Award nominations as Best Actor 
for "Dead Man Walking," "Sweet 
and Lowdown," and "I Am Sam." In 
addition to acting he has produced 
and directed films as well as 
appeared in the San Francisco 
Chronicle and Huffington Post for 
his journalistic pieces. 
Julie Slavinsky, director of 
events for Warwick's, the La Jolla 
bookstore, introduced Penn, who 
was accompanied and interviewed 
by his longtime friend and author 
Bob Kerstetter. 
The two took the stage on 
Sunday evening and already had 
the crowd laughing with jokes as 
they got started. The event aimed 
to discuss the actor's first novel, 
"Bob Honey Who Just Do Stuff." 
As a work of fiction the novel 
follows a modern American 
man, Bob Honey, who is a recent 
divorcee, entrepreneur, and a 
part-time assassin. The working-
class hero, as Penn described, 
battles with divorce and 
depression in a satirical manner, 
and Penn interpreted the novel as 
touching base with sanity through 
humor. "It's like a drunk uncle at a 
Christmas bar," Penn said. 
"Bob Honey Who Just Do 
Stuff," as Penn revealed, relates to 
modern-day chaos and politics 
with political statements diffused 
throughout the novel. Penn tied in 
the power of storytelling and how 
it sustains us, especially for him as 
a writer. 
He correlates dreams and 
storytelling as human needs that 
are required to survive, especially 
in the moments of chaos in today's 
politics. 
Senior Janek Bielski, who is a 
longtime fan of the actor, attended 
the event. 
"The event was fantastic," 
Bielski said. "Penn holds himself 
in such an eloquent manner and 
speaks with one of the highest 
degrees of intelligence I have 
ever seen in an individual. At 
times, however, it appeared his 
tumultuous reputation preceded 
his objectives in speaking to the 
audience. I find Penn to be one 
of the most enigmatic figures in 
both the spheres of acting and 
screenwriting, so seeing him on 
campus was an indubitable treat." 
Bielski had not yet read the 
actor's novel and instead went 
to the event to learn more about 
Penn. 
"I did not read Penn's book," 
Bielski said. "I wanted to give 
myself the chance to analyze 
the discussion objectively and 
by refraining from reading the 
The actor and novelist visits USD to discuss his novel "Bob Honey Who Just Do Stuff. 
Cyrus Lange/ The USD Vista 
past, but having witnessed the 
likes of two of my favorite actors 
be welcomed to the Linda Vista 
community with open arms surely 
left me proud to be graduating a 
Torero." 
book, this was made possible. 
Having now attended, the book 
wiil certainly be next up on my 
nightstand." 
Previously Bielski attended the 
Medal of Peace ceremony on April 
"I find Penn to be one of the most enigmatic figures 
in both the spheres of acting and screenwriting." 
-Janek Bielski 
5 which was received by Forest 
Whitaker. 
"The one takeaway I had was 
that the caliber of the events our 
university hosts is truly profound, 
and facing this realization as. 
a graduating senior was both 
deterring and humbling," Bielski 
said. "I wish I had taken more 
advantage of the events in years 
Backlash from the critics didn't 
seem to phase the award-winning 
actor, and he even mentioned a 
sequel for the satrical novel "Bob 
Honey." 
This was one of the two San 
Diego events the actor attended 
while in San Diego, who also 
appeared at D.G. Wills Books in La 
Jolla. 
// My Dear Melancholy/' review 
The Weeknd, Abel Tesfaye, revisits his dark, melancholic music in new album 
Nicole Kuhn 
Arts & Culture Editor 
From the opening downtempo 
notes of The Weeknd's new EP 
"My Dear Melancholy," listeners 
are presented with a different 
Abel Tesfaye than the one 
who previously crooned, "I'm a 
[expletive] starboy." 
Gone is the confident, 
undaunted Tesfaye whose pop-
filled "Starboy" topped charts, 
and in his place is a man whose 
confessional album appears 
just as bitter as the sting of his 
heartbreak. 
Tesfaye's back-to-back public 
breakups with both supermodel 
Bella Hadid and pop star Selena 
Gomez seemed like the necessary 
catalyst for producing an album 
reminiscent of the darker nascent 
days of his R&B filled "Trilogy." 
Fans rejoiced over Tesfaye's 
return to moody lulls of love, after 
his previous chart topper"Starboy" 
seemed like more of a synthetic 
push to dance to the top of charts 
than the heartfelt confessions of 
a troubled man. However, does 
"My Dear Melancholy"truly deliver 
The singer-songwriter released his new album "My Dear Melancholy" on March 30. 
Photo courtesy of Wikimedia 
what fans were hoping from a 
darker Tesfaye? 
The opening song, "Call Out 
My Name," is the undoubted 
"single" of the album, if there is 
one on the short, 21-minute, six-
song tracklist. The song earned 
the largest first-day Spotify stream 
count of any song released this 
year. 
From the jump, it is clear 
that Tesfaye has abandoned the 
sweetness of commercialized 
pop music that characterized his 
previous album in favor of, as the 
album alludes, a more melancholic 
tone that initially made him into 
the star he is today. With lyrics such 
as, "You gave me comfort / but 
falling for you was my mistake," it 
is clear that Tesfaye's pain is taking 
center-stage of his new album. 
The glory seems just short of 
being recaptured, however, and 
this is apparent as the second 
song, "Try Me," begins playing. The 
two songs almost blend into each 
other, in a way that highlights 
not only Tesfaye's consistency of 
sadness on the album, but also the 
somewhat banal repetitiveness 
of an album that is illusive and 
distant. The lyrics reveal an 
emotionally rattled Tesfaye, which 
is different than the confident and 
almost sociopathic tendencies 
of his previous lyrics. Tesfaye's 
breakups certainly serve him to re­
enter "Trilogy"territory, but this EP 
seems to be just a first step along 
the journey. 
However, it's unclear if he 
needs to return to that state 
to continue scaling the charts. 
With the already record-breaking 
numbers of "My Dear Melancholy," 
listeners might have the answer. 
Critics and fans alike seemed to 
enjoy the new album, with many 
fans jokingly thanking Selena 
Gomez for breaking Tesfaye's heart 
at the expense of producing the 
music that they needed. Tesfaye 
even alludes to the possibility that 
he almost donated his kidney for 
Gomez, who had a transplant due 
to her suffering from the condition 
Lupus, in his lyrics, "I almost cut a 
piece of myself for your life." 
Gomez was not Tesfaye's 
only recent breakup; his breakup 
with Bella Hadid also makes an 
appearance on the EP, with the 
song "Wasted Times" seeming to 
be a highlight of his still-lingering 
feelings for Hadid. Crooning 
"Wasted times I spent with 
someone else / she wasn't even 
half of you" and later hinting in 
the song that his sexual desires 
for Hadid are still strong. It is in 
this song that the thesis of the EP 
takes form: "I ain't got no business 
catchin'feelings." 
Tesfaye laments on the 
softening of his emotions, and in 
this declaration, returns back to 
the indifferent hotshot of previous 
years, utilizing his pain as the 
purification that he seems to need 
to conquer his woe. 
However, the album's 
introspection falls short for 
something that still leans in pop 
territory. 
This is not "Trilogy" part two, 
probably to many fans' dismay. 
But, if they are seeking something 
that is more of a blend of his 
nihilistic approach in that album, 
with sounds closer to the popish 
"Starboy," they will be satisfied 
with his latest plunge into murky 
territory. 
Even so, Tesfaye seems to be 
increasingly aware that the darker 
tones of his music are what fans 
react positively to. With that in 
mind, perhaps future releases by 
Tesfaye will continue to emulate 
the style that originally made him 
into the star(boy) that he is today. 
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// The Great Gatsby"on pointe 
The California Ballet Company presents Septime Webre's F. Scott Fitzgerald Classic novel production 
Kaia Hubbard 
Copy Editor 
The flickering of a green light 
behind a simple, dark backdrop 
marked the beginning of a 
timeless and recognizable story. 
For those who are familiar, this 
humble image breeds more than 
quiet anticipation and mystery. 
More than 90 years after its original 
publication, F. Scott Fitzgerald's 
"The Great Gatsby" is continually 
reimagined in movies, plays, and 
in the California Ballet Company's 
most recent performances. The 
San Diego Civic Center welcomed 
this lively recollection of the 1920s 
during April 7-9. 
A performance riddled 
with complex lifts and turns — 
primarily upbeat and quick in its 
nature — found groundedness 
within the famous monologues 
of Nick Carraway, allowing for 
the original story to remain at the 
forefront. The stage, set with clean 
backdrops and limited props, left 
a great space for both the plot and 
craft to unfold. 
Reka Gyulai played, Daisy, 
a historically angelic woman, 
whose short blonde locks and 
perpetual white-yellow dresses 
remained true to form as she 
floated effortlessly across the 
stage.Trystan Merrick played Tom 
Buchanan, a brutish character 
whom Merrick represented well 
through his strength and tendency 
to lead with his hips. Isaiah Bindel 
played Mr. Wilson, the husband 
of Tom's mistress. Bindel was 
stylistically refreshing as he 
brought an audacious presence 
to the stage, while breathing 
new life into the previously stuffy 
environment of the Buchanan 
residence. Myrtle too, played by 
Ana da Costa, marked a change in 
the tone of the performance as she 
graced the stage with elegance 
and a hint of the sensual. 
Although some of his original 
scenes featured in Fitzgerald's 
novel did not make it to the stage, 
the character claiming the name 
of the story, Gatsby, retained his 
infinite and infatuating mystery. 
Graced with the accompaniment 
of a single spotlight, Gatsby, 
played by Zachary Guthier, had the 
audience awaiting each delicate 
step. It was clear by his charming 
and poised presence that this 
was a man of importance, yet the 
performance was slow to reveal 
information about this critical 
character, leaving the audience 
with a desire to get to know him. 
Just as the audience grew 
accustomed to the fast-paced 
1920s flare, a beautiful and 
calming voice emerged to the tune 
of Irving Berlin's original, "What'll 
I Do," a song that reappeared 
throughout the performance 
and marked the longing felt both 
between Daisy and Gatsby and 
the audience. Although slow, this 
pas de deux was not lacking in the 
aforementioned lifts and turns, 
which never ceased to dazzle. 
Though Fitzgerald's words 
have mesmerized readers for 
nearly a century, the California 
Ballet Company succeeded in 
re-creating some of the more 
influential scenes with only their 
Dancers dressed in costumes as they portrayed the mansion party scene from the novel "The Great Gatsby." 
Photo courtesy of California Ballet Company 
bodily talent. Gatsby begged Daisy 
to tell Tom that she never loved 
him, and Guthier created this 
tension using only his emotional 
movements, with incredible 
musical accompaniment. 
The performance, however 
impressive in its choreography, 
owed much of its success to the 
live jazz band complete with a 
clarinet, saxophone, and tuba, 
among other instruments. And to 
make a stunning rendition even 
more captivating, the band arose 
from the orchestra level at the 
beginning of each act to meet the 
stage, revealing the space where 
the magic happened. 
The audience was surprised 
as a woman, dressed in flapper 
attire, elevated from the orchestra 
pit and belted her perfectly raspy 
voice through the Civic Center. Yet 
nothing compared to the surprise 
felt as a tap dancer took the stage, 
delivering a jaw-dropping and 
unanticipated performance which 
eased the tension of the ever-
building love triangles. 
In an unanticipated feat, 
the California Ballet Company 
succeeded in the daunting task 
of replicating not only the flare 
of this famous American piece of 
literature, but also the emotion 
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Junior utility player Jay Schuyler sends a solo home run to deep left field for the Toreros' only run of the game. Schuyler is batting 351 on the year. 
Anderson Haigler 
Sports Editor 
Tuesday nights in college baseball 
are often characterized by high-
scoring, offense-dominated 
games. With conference series 
often looming in the weekend 
ahead, many coaches lean 
heavily on their bullpen to 
preserve their starting pitching 
for the weekend, leading to 
games that resemble more of 
a slugfest than a pitcher's duel. 
USD's game against the 
University of California, Irvine 
last week, however, only partially 
matched that stereotype. True to 
form, USD baseball head coach 
Rich Hill ran through four different 
pitchers in the first four innings 
of the contest, with the Anteaters 
following suit with three pitchers 
of their own. What differed about 
this midweek matchup was 
the effectiveness of each team 
pitching by committee. Utilizing 
a total of 12 different hurlers, 
both teams put up nine innings 
of one-run baseball, leading to 
a 1-1 tie as they headed to extra 
innings. Though the Toreros 
eventually came up on the 
wrong end of an 11 -inning, 2-1 
decision, the low-scoring affair 
represented a positive step for 
a team that has been searching 
for answers out of their bullpen. 
The game began for the 
Toreros with sophomore Louis 
Crow on the mound. Back-to-
back singles from Irvine lead-off 
man Cole Krueter and Brendan 
Brooks followed by a wild pitch 
put Crow in a hole early on. A walk 
and a sacrifice fly moved the score 
to 1-0 in favor of the Anteaters, 
representing the only run they 
would score for the next 10 innings 
of play. However, Hill opted to 
go to the bullpen early, yanking 
Crow in favor of right-handed 
redshirt senior Nate Kutcha. 
Posting 1 1/3 scoreless innings, 
Kutcha's appearance marked 
the beginning of a full game's 
worth of scoreless frames for the 
Torero bullpen. Following Kutcha, 
however, Hill looked to his bullpen 
yet again, this time for senior lefty 
Doug Nimura. Nimura, who had 
appeared in just three games this 
season prior to that night, came 
in and worked himself out of a 
two-out jam to begin his stint 
on the mound, then proceeded 
to settle in for 2 1/3 innings of 
scoreless work. Hill stated that 
he was impressed with Nimura's 
performance after the game. 
"I think Doug Nimura really 
'stood out," Hill said."He's done that 
a couple times, he did that against 
Stanford, kinda came in, got us out 
of a jam. Like today, a big double 
play. I thought he was outstanding." 
Nimura's outing came to an 
end much the like way it began, 
-Justin Friedman 
though, with a bases-loaded jam. 
A fielder's choice, a walk, and a 
single resulted in two men on base 
in the top of the fifth, which lead to 
a visit to the bullpen for the fourth 
time on the night — this time to 
bring in junior Justin Friedman. 
Friedman promptly gave up a 
single, but ultimately pitched 
himself out of a bases-loaded 
situation to end the inning. He 
would go on to pitch 2 1/3 innings 
without surrendering a run like 
Nimura before him, then handed 
the ball off to redshirt freshman 
Travis Kuhn, who matched his 
outing with 2 1/3 scoreless innings 
of his own. On a night that the 
Toreros consistently put up zeros 
while relying on a multitude of 
different pitchers, Hill explained 
his approach out of the bullpen. 
"Tuesday games in college 
baseball, you know, we were really 
trying to go one time through the 
order with each guy," Hill said. "I 
really had no script today, whoever 
was gonna kind of seize the 
opportunity and make the most 
out of their spot. I just kept looking 
for the answers. And I thought our 
guys did a good job of, you know, 
pitching in the stretch with guys 
on base in what some would call 
a 'high-stress' situation, getting 
out of jams. The bases were 
loaded I think three innings in a 
row: the first, second, and third." 
Friedman spoke about his 
own pitching performance, as 
well as those of his teammates. 
"In games like this where 
you know it's gonna be a whole 
staff it's all about picking up the 
guy before you, and the next 
guy you're gonna pass the ball 
to is gonna do the same thing," 
Friedman said. "Just putting up 
zeros, and at the end of the day 
you just look up and everybody 
just minimizes their inning, does 
what they can in their inning 
and passes it to the next guy." 
While the Torero bullpen was 
busy putting up zeros, the USD 
offense largely struggled to get 
anything going. The Toreros' lone 
run of the game came on a well-
hit Jay Schuyler solo home run in 
the eighth inning that cleared the 
trees beyond the left field fence 
by a healthy margin and knotted 
the game at one run apiece. 
Schuyler spoke about the at-bat 
in which he hit the home run. 
"Facing him in my earlier at-
bat, he got the best of me — he 
struck me out on a good slider," 
Schuyler said. "Going up there 
my second at-bat I kinda knew 
in the back of my mind he might 
try to go back to it again cause it 
worked for him in the first at-bat. 
I fouled a couple pitches off, and 
just in that last pitch he left a slider 
up and I was able to catch it out 
front and put a good swing on it." 
Schuyler, who is batting .351 
on the year, has made himself an 
integral part of the Toreros'offense 
as the season has gone on. After the 
game, he discussed his approach 
at the plate, and what has been 
working well for him in that regard. 
"I've just been trying to 
find some good pitches to hit," 
Schyuler said. "I've been trying 
to do a good job of swinging at 
strikes and taking balls, getting 
myself into good hitters' counts. 
Just trying to do what I can 
with mistakes, and if a pitcher 
makes a good pitch, I tip my cap 
and move on to the next one." 
The Torero bullpen could only 
hang on for so long, and Schuyler's 
home run would ultimately not 
be enough for USD. As the game 
moved to the 11th inning and 
stretched into the later hours of 
Tuesday night, the Toreros turned 
to junior lefty Anthony Donatella 
after redshirt first-year Travis 
Kuhn turned in 2 1/3 scoreless. 
Donatella and the Toreros would 
ultimately be derailed by one 
pitch — a fastball that catcher 
Matt Reitano turned around for a 
solo home run to left-center field, 
giving the Anteaters a 2-1 lead 
and invigorating a surprisingly 
robust crowd of Irvine fans who 
made the trip south for the game. 
Though he surrendered the 
go-ahead run. Hill stated that he 
has liked Donatella's performance 
as a whole so far this season. 
"I think Anthony Donatella, 
who's been brilliant all year, 
shouldn't hang his head," Hill 
said. "You know, that home 
run, he just fell behind on that 
guy, and we had to come inside 
to keep him off base, and you 
have to give credit to their guy." 
Unable to get anything going 
in the bottom of the 11th, the 
Toreros found themselves on the 
wrong side of a 2-1, extra-innings 
decision, and suffered the loss. 
The Toreros' non-conference 
game against UC Irvine 
represented a mid-week tuneup 
Photo courtesy of Thomas Christensen 
that fell in the middle of West 
Coast Conference play. With three 
conference series under their belt, 
and six lying ahead of them, the 
Toreros currently sit at 6-6 in WCC 
play, good for a tie for fourth place. "• 
Schuyler spoke about the team's 
mindset as they prepare to make 
their way through a challenging 
slate of conference games. 
"The last couple games our 
pitching staff has pitched really 
well, we just haven't really been 
able to score a bunch of runs," >» 
Schuyler said. "We did in (the 
game against the University of San 
-Coach Rich Hill 
Francisco), we came away with a 
good win, but the pitching staff 
threw a shutout, so we're feeling 
really confident in our pitching 
staff. They've been throwing the 
ball really well. Hopefully moving 
forward we can just score some 
runs, help them out a little bit." ** 
Hill stated that he is not 
concerned with his team's 
conference performance so far. 
"It's a work in progress,"Hill said. 
"We're trying to get one inch better 
every day. We don't pay attention 
to the win-loss record or standings 
or anything else. It's about the 
play, it's always about the play, and 
that's what our focus is: playing 
better. When you have a mindset * 
of improvement, and mental 
toughness, and competing, that's 
usually a good recipe for success." 
The Toreros take on Saint 
Mary's College for a three-
game set of West Coast 
Conference games beginning 
Friday at 6 p.m. at Fowler Park. 
UP NEXT: 
USD vs. SMC 
Friday, April 13 <§> 6 p.m. 
Fowler Park 
"In games like this...it's all about picking up the 
guy before you, and the next guy you're gonna 
pass the ball to is gonna do the same thing." 
"It's a work in progress. We're trying to get one 
inch better everyday. We don't pay attention to 
the win-loss record or standings or anything else." 
UC Irvine outlasts USD in extras 
Toreros come up on wrong end of 11-inning game, losing 2-1 
THE USD VISTA • APRIL 12, 2018 
Sam Scholl named head coach 
followed by a dramatic 67-64 win 
over Portland State University 
demonstrated perhaps both 
Scholl's value to the team, as 
well as the wealth of talent that 
Scholl will inherit as he moves 
to a permanent role as head 
coach. An ability to immediately 
take advantage of that young 
talent likely also factored 
into the selection of Scholl. 
Prior to making his decision, 
McGillis emphasized a desire 
to hire a candidate who could 
continue the momentum that 
the Toreros had as they came 
off one of their most successful 
seasons of the last decade. 
"We have an excellent team, 
talented players, great character 
on that roster," McGillis said as he 
began his search. "I'm interested 
in hiring a head coach who can 
take this group of young men and 
lead us to championship success, 
and build, a program that will 
be strong for the next decade." 
By that metric, Scholl certainly 
fits the bill. His hiring will 
maintain a sense of continuity 
within the team, and shows a 
commitment to the athletes 
currently in the program. 
Scholl, who played with 
previous head coach Lamont 
Smith during the 1999-2000 
season, will provide an easy 
transition from a coaching 
standpoint for a team that will 
lose only one graduating senior. 
Following a 20-win season 
that featured a run into the 
quarterfinals of the CIT, the 
Toreros are clearly building 
something within the Jenny Craig 
Pavilion (JCP). And with Scholl 
at the helm, USD believes they 
can take the program to the next 
level. On Tuesday, Scholl reiterated 
a desire to win, and win now. 
"We are going to win every 
way, every day," Scholl said. 
"Being champions in every way 
is our mission, and we can't wait 
to start tackling that mission." 
McGillis shared Scholl's 
sentiment, adding how he 
weighed a lot of different 
factors in his decision. 
"As we were completing the 
process of interviewing candidates, 
and we were approaching the 
finish line last week, I thought 
about a lot of things," McGillis said. 
"I thought about the opportunity 
USD men's basketball head coach Sam Scholl delivers a speech at his introductory press conference last week. Scholl won two games 
for competitive success that we 
have in front of us, right now, in 
2018-19 and beyond. I thought 
about what we've built over the 
last three years, going from nine 
wins to 13 wins to 20 wins and the 
postseason this year. We're on a 
trajectory that is very, very exciting 
to me — that's the reality of it." 
"This group collectively 
has restored order in terms of 
winning and in terms of building 
a culture in the locker room, and 
in our program that is everything 
that our faculty, our staff, our 
administration, our former players, 
and our fan base wants. It's all right 
here. And I simply want to keep this 
train rolling, and build where we 
are today. That's why we landed on 
Sam Scholl, among other reasons." 
Perhaps the most important 
of all reasons, however, is that 
Scholl's stabilizing presence in the 
team will remain. In the chaotic 
days following the arrest of Smith, 
nearly every player cited Scholl as 
being a positive influence, both 
on and off the court, as they made 
their way through their conference 
tournament without their head 
coach. And aftertheir season finally 
that we already have a relationship 
with — that as players we know, 
and trust, and love, and consider 
family — to be our head coach 
is something great," Pineiro said. 
Junior Tyler Williams 
"We are going to win every way, every day. Being 
champions in every way is our mission, and we 
can't wait to start tackling that mission." 
came to a close, each player that 
was interviewed expressed their 
hopes that Scholl would return 
in a more permanent capacity. 
Last Tuesday, what some 
players had hoped for became 
official, and they shared their 
feelings on their new head coach. 
Redshirt junior Isaiah Pineiro said 
he was happy with the decision. 
"To know that we have the 
same coaching staff, and someone 
-Coach Sam Scholl 
shared Pineiro's sentiment. 
"It's big-time for us because 
it's an opportunity for our family 
to stay together," Williams said. 
Redshirt first-year 
Joey Calcaterra expressed 
his enthusiasm for 
Scholl's appointment. 
"I was excited because 
we don't have to start over," 
Calcaterra said. "If we had a new 
head coach coming in we would 
Scholl was joined by his wife Heather, his three children Riley, Reese, and Regan, as well as his mother and father at the press conference. 
Photo courtesy of Brock Scott 
in the CIT as acting head coach last season. 
Photo courtesy of Brock Scott 
have to start everything over, 
start from the bottom and build 
up. But as of right now, we just 
stay where we're at, and just 
keep building up from where 
we finished in the postseason." 
The Toreros' excitement for 
their new head coach seemed 
only to be matched by his 
own enthusiasm for them. 
During his first year as head 
coach, Scholl stated he is most 
looking forward to the players. 
"Our players, and what 
they have the opportunity 
to do, that's the most 
important thing," Scholl said. 
Equal parts celebration and 
press conference, Scholl's official 
announcement in University 
Center Forum A offered an 
opportunity for the Toreros to turn 
the page on their former coach and 
his resignation once and for all. 
From Scholl's arrival with 
his family in a bright yellow, 
vintage convertible to the 
impassioned, optimistic speeches 
from Scholl, McGillis, and 
President James T. Harris, Tuesday 
afternoon seemed to usher in 
a new era of Torero basketball. 
Even the minute details of 
Scholl's hiring reflect this sense 
of optimism. According to Scholl, 
McGillis made things official by 
surprising him in his home in Gig 
Harbor, Washington last Sunday. 
"It was Easter," Scholl said. "I 
was outside with the girls. I come 
back inside, I walk into our living 
room, and there's Bill. Standing 
there with a contract and a cake. 
And he offered me the job in my 
home, in front of my family. It was 
one of the most special things." 
This season has seen the 
Toreros' head coaching position 
come into scrutiny for all of the 
wrong reasons. But after nearly 
two months of uncertainty, USD 
got their man, and can finally 
move forward toward their goals 
and regain a sense of normalcy 
in the program. They just didn't 
have to look as far as they thought. 
Scholl From Page 1 
USD men's basketball assistant coach to take over the Toreros for good 
